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What is Windchill ProductPoint? 

 

Windchill ProductPoint is a PDM solution for small and medium sized businesses to 

enable teams to manage and share complex and structured product development 

information.  Examples of this type of data common in product development include 

MCAD data from Pro/ENGINEER or MathCAD.  Windchill ProductPoint 2.0 is built on 

Microsoft SharePoint Server 2010. 

 

What is SharePoint?   

 

SharePoint, specifically SharePoint Foundation 2010 is Microsoft’s infrastructure for 

collaboration.  It is a ready-to-use application that is bundled with Windows Server. It is 

also a technology platform for the development of Web-based applications such as 

Microsoft SharePoint Server 2010.   

 

What are the key capabilities and benefits of SharePoint? 

 

Microsoft positions SharePoint Foundation 2010, the base SharePoint offering, as a team-

based collaboration environment that enables users to create workspaces and then author, 

publish, store, share, and keep track of information. WSS also supports creative forums 

such as blogs and wikis, and offers integration with and offline synchronization through 

Outlook.  Microsoft SharePoint Server is a secondary offering that enhances SharePoint 

Foundation to enable it to act as a document management system for Microsoft Office 

user communities, adding portal, content management, search, business process and 

forms, and business intelligence capabilities.   Microsoft touts SharePoint’s easy-of-use, 

rapid deployment, and low total cost of ownership as its key benefits. 

 

Can I use SharePoint for PDM? 

 

SharePoint, by itself, is not very effective as a PDM solution since it is based on a simple 

model of individual data files.  Unfortunately, the complex file structures and 

configurations which are at the heart of mechanical and electrical CAD systems as well 

as technical documentation tools and other applications related to product development 

are not understood by SharePoint, so most product developers will find that SharePoint 

does not work well with the core product development tools they use each day.  Of 

course, SharePoint offers none of the more advanced PLM concepts like bill of material 

(BOM) management, configuration and change management, component and supplier 

management, or visualization and digital mockup, and many others. 

 

What’s new in SharePoint Server 2010? 

 

Many new and valuable features were added to SharePoint Server 2010 that brings great 

benefit to Windchill ProductPoint 2.0.  Improvements include enterprise search, system 



health monitoring, remote BLOB (binary large object) storage, user interface 

functionality, and social computing. With this release, Microsoft has delivered enterprise 

ready collaboration functionality beyond the previous Office integration.  

 

What are the key capabilities and benefits of Windchill ProductPoint 2.0?  

 

Windchill ProductPoint 2.0 now provides the following capabilities: 

 Multi-CAD data integration  

Windchill ProductPoint 2.0 enriches SharePoint so that it tightly integrates with 

CAD and similar applications and understands their complex file structures. It 

includes support for:  

o Pro/ENGINEER  

o MathCAD 

o AutoCAD 

o Windchill ProductPoint 2.0 will provide capabilities for leveraging 

SolidWorks and Inventor CAD data** 

 ProductView integration  

ProductView allows SharePoint to display thumbnails of CAD content, and 

allows non-CAD users to view and markup CAD data within a simple web 

browser. 

 Windchill PLM Connector  

Exchange data among partners and customers using Windchill PDMLink, 

Pro/INTRALINK or another Windchill ProductPoint system*  

 Tight integration with Microsoft Dynamics AX ERP* 

 Pro/INTRALINK loader to directly migrate Pro/INTRALINK content, including 

as-stored configurations, metadata and full version history, into Windchill 

ProductPoint  

 Usability improvements and Server-side publishing support  

 Automatic synchronization of any off-line design and other content updates upon 

re-connection to the Windchill ProductPoint server 

* This capability is currently planned for a future maintenance release of Windchill 

ProductPoint.   

** PTC intends to release this functionality at a future date 

 

NOTE: The timing of any product release, including any features or functionality, is 

subject to change at PTC’s discretion. 

 

What types of companies are target users of Windchill ProductPoint? 

 

Windchill ProductPoint is specifically developed for the needs of small and medium 

sized product development companies.  

 

Is Windchill ProductPoint an alternative to Pro/INTRALINK or Windchill 

PDMLink? 

 



Windchill ProductPoint is tightly integrated to Pro/ENGINEER, and offers basic 

capabilities to capture and manage Pro/ENGINEER and other CAD formats.  It is not 

PTC’s goal to fully replicate the advanced capabilities of Pro/INTRALINK or Windchill 

PDMLink in Windchill ProductPoint.  Some users of Pro/INTRALINK may find 

Windchill ProductPoint to be sufficient for their PDM needs. However, if they seek new 

and updated collaboration functionality and tighter integration with Pro/ENGINEER 

Wildfire 5.0, they should consider converting to Windchill PDMLink.   If they do seek to 

move from Pro/INTRALINK, Windchill ProductPoint 2.0 provides  a loader utility for 

moving legacy data into Windchill ProductPoint for continued use.   

 

Current users of Windchill PDMLink would generally not consider Windchill 

ProductPoint to be an alternative, given the robust set of functionality available to them 

now.  

 

Is Windchill ProductPoint part of PTC’s Product Development System?  Is it 

integral? 

 

PTC sees Windchill ProductPoint as an integral component of its Product Development 

system.  While SharePoint uses a different technology stack than core Windchill, the true 

meaning of “integral” is “engineered to work together” and not necessarily 

“homogeneous.”   

 

Is Windchill ProductPoint similar to Windchill ProjectLink?  How will PTC 

differentiate these products going forward? 

 

While there are certain similarities between Windchill ProductPoint and Windchill 

ProjectLink in terms of being able to share files and information across distributed teams 

via collaboration workspaces, there are also important differences.  For example, 

Windchill ProjectLink can be deployed with Windchill PDMLink as part of the same 

instance, sharing a common database and look and feel with Windchill PDMLink, and 

thus is a natural extension to a Windchill deployment.  Adding Windchill ProjectLink to 

Windchill PDMLink will continue to be a simple and cost effective option for Windchill 

PDMLink customers, especially those lacking a mandate to adopt and use SharePoint.   

 

 

 

 See the functional comparison for more detail. 
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Web-based x x 

File-based collaboration x x 

Basic Pro/ENGINEER data management (versions, check in/out, lock) x x 

Workspace frames  x 

Integrate multiple changes into one Pro/ENGINEER file  x 

Create, manage baselines  x 

Configurable part numbering and versioning  x 

MultiCAD file management x x 

Technical document management  x 

Engineering calculations management x x 

Co-installation with Windchill ProjectLink  x 

CAD data exchange across Windchill systems x
1
 x 

Part libraries x x 

Reports x x 

Embedded 3D visualization x x 

Configuration mngt, options/variants   x 

Change management   x 

Workflow  x 

Personal workspace   x 

Replication   x 

Lifecycle management   x 

Multi-platform support   x 

OOTB SAP/Oracle ERP integration   x 

ECAD data management (optional)  x 

Software data management (optional)  x 

Manufacturing process management (optional)  x 

   

Advanced Search x x 

Pro/INTRALINK Loader x x 

System health reports and tune-up/repair utilities x x 

MS Dynamics AX ERP Integration x
1
 x

2
 

 
1
 Current planned for a Windchill ProductPoint 2.0 maintenance release 

2
 Partner service offering 

Future dates subject to change at PTC's discretion 

 

 

 



What is the planned release date for Windchill ProductPoint 2.0? 

November 2010* 

 

*The timing of any product release, including any features or functionality, is subject to 

change at PTC’s discretion 

 

 

What are the system requirements for Windchill ProductPoint? 

 

Server Requirements 

 64 bit Windows Server 2008 SP2 (32 bit post-certified) 

 4GB RAM Minimum (8 GB RAM Recommended) 

 Windows SharePoint Foundation 2010 or Windows SharePoint Server 2010 

Standard Edition 

 SQL Server 2008 R2 

 

Client Requirements (based on Pro/ENGINEER) 

 64 bit or 32 bit hardware 

 Windows XP SP2 or later 

 Windows Vista SP1 or later 

 Windows 7 

 .NET 3.5 

 Internet Explorer 7.0 or later 

 Firefox 3.x 

 Pro/ENGINEER Wildfire 4 M060+ 

 ProductView Lite 9.1  (ProductView Professional 9.1 optional) 


